Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CARACA 11772 131258Z 
47 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 

PRS-01 SP-02 PM-04 NSC-05 SS-15 /047 W 

121462 

R 122130Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 876 
INFO USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS CARACAS 1 1772 

USIAC FOR ILA/RODGERS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJ: REMARKS BY PRESIDENT PEREZ TO VITING US. NEWSMEN 
REF: CARACAS 11724 

1. PRESIDENT PEREZ ALSO PAID EXTRAORDINARY TRIBUTE TO ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN IN HIS NOVEMBER 8 MEETING WITH US. NEWSMEN. 

THE PRESIDENT CALLED LINCOLN "ONE OF THE NOBLEST SONS OF 
WESTERN CIVILIZATION," AND SAID HE HAD BEEN PROFOUNDLY IN- 
FLUENCED BY LINCOLN'S PERSONALITY AND PHILOSOPHY. 

2. LATER , A SOURCE CLOSE TO THE PRESIDENT TOLD THE PAO 
THAT LINCOLN AND CHURCHILL WERE PEREZ' TWO GREATEST 
FOREIGN HEROES. HE SAID THERE WAS A BUST OF CHURCHILL IN 
PEREZ' PRIVATE OFFICE. WE WILL BE EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITIES 
WITH USIA OF SOME HIGHLY ATTRACTIVE, SUITABLE LINCOLN BUST 
OR PICTURE FOR PRESENTATION TO THE PRESIDENT DURING THE 
BICENTENNIAL YEAR. 
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